ETS Holistic Scoring Criteria
A 6-point essay demonstrates a high degree of competence and sustained control, although it may have a few minor errors. 
A typical essay in this category 
• addresses all elements of the writing task effectively and insightfully 
• develops ideas thoroughly, supporting them with well-chosen reasons, examples, or details 
• is well focused and well organized 
• demonstrates superior facility with language, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety 
• demonstrates general mastery of the standard conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics but may have minor errors 

A 5-point essay demonstrates a generally high degree of competence, although it will have occasional lapses in quality. 
A typical essay in this category 
• addresses the writing task effectively 
• is well developed, using appropriate reasons, examples, or details to support ideas 
• is generally well focused and well organized 
• demonstrates facility with language, using appropriate vocabulary and some sentence variety 
• demonstrates strong control of the standard conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics but may have minor errors 

A 4-point essay demonstrates clear competence, with some errors and lapses in quality. 
A typical essay in this category 
• addresses the writing task competently 
• is adequately developed, using reasons, examples, or details to support ideas 
• is adequately focused and organized 
• demonstrates competence with language, using adequate vocabulary and minimal sentence variety 
• generally demonstrates control of the standard conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics but may have some errors 

A 3-point essay demonstrates limited competence. 
A typical essay in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 
• addresses only some parts of the writing task 
• is unevenly developed and often provides assertions but few relevant reasons, examples, or details 
• is poorly focused and/or poorly organized 
• displays frequent problems in the use of language 
• demonstrates inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics 

A 2-point essay is seriously flawed. 
A typical essay in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 
• is unclear or seriously limited in addressing the writing task 
• is seriously underdeveloped, providing few reasons, examples, or details 
• is unfocused and/or disorganized 
• displays frequent serious errors in the use of language that may interfere with meaning 
• contains frequent serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that may interfere with meaning 

A 1-point essay is fundamentally deficient. 
A typical essay in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following weaknesses: 
• provides little or no evidence of the ability to develop an organized response to the writing task 
• is undeveloped 
• contains severe writing errors that persistently interfere with meaning 

0 points is off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), in a language other than English, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible, or nonverbal. 
Return to RCTE Writing Certificate main page (http://community.tncc.edu/faculty/dollieslager/dev_writ_cert_prog.html)

